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Fitrat (Human Nature) as a competing humanistic theory for
modern humanities and social sciences

abstract

Today, it seems that Darwin's theory of human nature is somehow underpinned
by modern humanist anthropology, and all human problems have been analyzed in
the horizon of instinct. In contrast, what distinguishes man in Islamic doctrine is his
enjoyment of a transcendent truth called "soul" or "Fitrat" (human nature). Although
some scholars have emphasized that Fitrat is the most foundation of Islamic culture
and teachings, but there is not any presentation of this idea as a coherent theory,
capable of displaying its benefits in contrast to competing views in the humanities
and social sciences. This essay attempts to reconstruct the idea of "Fitrat" in relation
to some of the major dualities of Western thought on the horizon of a theory, and to
show some aspects of it in an anthropological context, an anthropology that maybe
serve as a basis in the field of humanities and social sciences in relation to Western
theories.

Keys: Human nature, Theory of Evolution, Human, Humanities, Social
Sciences, Darwin.
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